
The Weeping King

Psalm 51:1-13



2 Corinthians 5:21

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.



I. This is a Cry for Cleansing (vv.1-2)

A. King David is painfully aware of his sins.

2 Sam. 12:7-9, Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus 
says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the hand of Saul.
8I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your 
keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that 
had been too little, I also would have given you much more!
9Why have you despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil 
in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you 
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the 
sword of the people of Ammon.

(V.13) "I have sinned against the Lord" 



B. C.H. Spurgeon:

C. We must face our sins before we will seek 
forgiveness.



II. This is a Cry of Confession (vv. 3-9)

A. "For I acknowledge my transgressions" (V.3)

B. Confession is always the route to forgiveness.

1 John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness."

C. "Against You, You only, have I sinned." (V.4)

D. David is totally honest with God. (V.6)

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.   



III. This is a Cry of Commitment (vv. 10-13)

A. The confessing king wants a clean heart.

B. David is sick of his own sin.

C. C.H. Spurgeon:

D. David determines that his cleansing will result in his 
commitment to God's service.

- "Then I will teach transgressors Your ways"

- "And sinners shall be converted to You



2 Timothy 2:24-26

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be 
gentle to all, able to teach, patient,
25in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if 
God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they 
may know the truth,
26and that they may come to their senses and escape 
the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him 
to do his will.


